CHAPTER 2

DURING POLAND'S * GOLDEN AGE'
THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY

It is sometimes helpful to a reader, in perusing the
history of a country with whose records he is not
familiar, to recall events taking place at the same time
in lands with which he is better acquainted. Let us
see therefore what was going on elsewhere during the
opening periods of the i6th century contemporary
with the men and matters in Poland to which we are
about to refer.

Knowledge of the recent discovery of America was
penetrating to the most remote corners of Europe and
the age of exploration had fully opened.

This was the period of such great rulers as the
Emperors Maximilian I and Charles V, Francis I of
France, Henry VIII of England, and of the last
years of Ferdinand and Isabella of Spain. Luther
launched the Reformation in 1517. Michael Angelo,
Raphael, and Leonardo da Vinci were painting in
Italy. The Renaissance of art and learning was at
its height.

The Turks, after the capture of Constantinople in
1453, had advanced their armies to the very gates of
Vienna. Poland was on the eve of becoming one
of the greatest countries in Europe,